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A “dress” for a façade.
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A “dress” for a façade.
In Berlin’s former East Harbour region, a new building has
been in place since the start of the year on the Spreeufer, a
building which combines unpretentious, raw, industrial architecture with a fashionable presence, blends into its surroundings made up of former warehouses and yet still manages to
reflect the fashion industry’s self-image.
Not only the attitudes of Berlin’s residents and visitors seem to be in a
state of movement– the city itself seems to be moving. The focus of
the city’s life certainly seems to be shifting ever further eastwards. In
East Berlin’s central areas, you can find everything that Berlin is
famous and loved for around the world – young, creative entrepreneurs, media companies and the fashion world.
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This is exactly where the “Mediaspree” estate is to
be found, one of the largest investment projects in
the city centre and also one of the most controversial. On a surface measuring 180 hectares, stretching over 3.7 kilometres on both sides of the Spree
and encompassing the city centre as well as the city
districts of Friedrichshain, Alt-Treptow and Kreuzberg, plans have been forged to have communication and media companies establish themselves
there. This also includes the former East Harbour,
on which the two buildings Labels 1 and Labels 2
stand.

The idea
It all began with Hugo Boss. The fashion company
was enthusiastic about the idea of having a showroom in a renovated former warehouse in the East
Harbour area. Seven other fashion companies
quickly followed, with the result that the building,
Labels 1, became a permanent trade fair of sorts. In
spring 2007, plans were already being drawn up for
a new neighbour, the Labels 2 building, in which
streetwear labels could present their products. The
site managers advertised a tendering process to
which they invited six, mostly young, architectural
studios. The winners were “HHF Architekten” from
Basle. They designed an incisive, recognisable and
yet flexible building structure for “Labels 2” made of
fair-faced concrete slabs, out of which arch forms of
two different widths were cut. This design reflects
the arched windows of the neighbouring Labels 1
building. A façade of green-glazed prefabricated
concrete elements was used for the construction to
represent in simplified form the curvature of the
supporting walls. They were mounted in front of the
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façade with a downwards increasing distance
between them, which is why the architects refer to it
as a “dress”. True to this perception, the concrete
elements were given colour and structure and were
made to “oscillate” around the building much like
the hem of a dress. However, they also fulfil practical requirements. Not only do they provide shelter
from the sun, but they have also been used by the
architects to hide equipment such as lighting and
surveillance cameras.

The realisation
The concrete elements were created using textured
formliners created by RECKLI. Although numerous
trapezoid liners are available in RECKLI’s standard
range, the decision was taken for this project to create a custom-made liner with a specially developed
shape for the trapezium ridges that had been specially calculated for the building and prefabricated
elements.
First, two 1:1 scale models were created. Based on
the largest dimension of the concrete elements (the
height), the size of the models by the length of the
structure (along the ridges) was around 2.8m. The
possibility of placing individual liners alongside one
another to form one large production liner (a grid),
made it possible to limit the width of the models
perpendicular to the ridges to just 1.22m. This
enabled the costs for the production of this custommade liner to be kept to a minimum.
All of the elastic liners used as negative forms to
manufacture the various concrete elements were
then produced on the basis of these models.
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There were a large number of
decisive reasons for opting to use
textured formliners to create the
surface. Firstly, formliners ensure
a consistent level of surface quality throughout the entire production process. Secondly, the plastic used for the formliners is
reusable many times over, which
also keeps the costs for the surface production low.
Another benefit of the formliners
is their elasticity. It is this that
ensures that the elements can be
removed without breaking the
elements or the liners. The liners
also provide just about every
form required – an advantage that
offers particularly attractive
results with the rounded corners
of the building.

News_02_2011_GB.QXD:Ausgabe 14

23.08.2011

10:41 Uhr

Seite 6

News_02_2011_GB.QXD:Ausgabe 14

23.08.2011

10:41 Uhr

Seite 7

news

The final word
In spite of its spacious qualities, Labels 2 is more of an industry standard than a hip, luxurious flagship
store. An air of the latter is something that the architects have deliberately avoided so that it may be
better integrated into the existing architecture and surroundings.
Economic motivations are not the sole reason why construction with concrete has become more prominent
over time. Combining the aspirations, salience and aesthetics of a building with unique and cost-effective
construction methods while increasing its acceptance among the population by visually integrating it into
the residential environment and the traffic and pedestrian situation is the key to success. Textured formliners provide the planning architect with an important tool to achieve this architecturally.
Interest in the office and industrial premises of the “Mediaspree Project” remains unabated. The site managers of the Labels buildings are also considering further expansion, with Labels 3 expected to be in place
by 2012.
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